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Desmond Clark, a Lakeland native, former NFL standout, entrepreneur, and nationally recognized speaker, will serve as the keynote speaker for the
Breast Cancer Foundation of Central Florida’s (BCFCF) Annual Gala on October 3, 2026, at Bonnet Springs Park.
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For Clark, the Gala is deeply personal. In 2015, he lost his mother after her courageous eight-year battle with breast cancer. Her journey continues

to shape his perspective on faith, perseverance, and the importance of supporting families facing one of life's greatest challenges.
' >
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A 1995 graduate of Kathleen High School, Clark went on to play collegiate football at Wake Forest University before being selected by the Denver
Broncos in the 1999 NFL Draft. He enjoyed a 12-year NFL career with the Denver Broncos, Miami Dolphins, and Chicago Bears, where he spent eight
seasons and retired as one of the franchise’s most accomplished tight ends, ranking second in Bears history in career receptions by a tight end at
the time of his retirement.

Throughout his playing career and beyond, Clark has remained committed to serving the next generation.

In 2008, he founded 88 Wayz Youth Organization, a mentoring program dedicated to helping young people build confidence, character, leadership,
and the mindset needed to reach their full potential and become productive adults.

Saddle Creek to Lay Off 178 Employees at Lakeland Facility

Today, Clark is the Founder and CEO of Bear Down Logistics, one of the nation’s fastest-growing specialized transportation and logistics

powerful messages on leadership, resilience, purpose, and overcoming adversity.

No matter where his career has taken him, Clark has never forgotten his Lakeland roots. He continues to invest his time, resources, and heart into
the Polk County community, making this opportunity to support BCFCF especially meaningful.

Join us by sponsoring and attending the event! Your support makes a difference. For more information, visit https://secure.qgiv.com/event/prg.

About the Breast Cancer Foundation of Central Florida (BCFCF) BCFCF provides fast, direct financial assistance to individuals undergoing breast

and donate at bcfcf.org.

One Kitchen Ingredient Removes
Tartar From Your Dog's Gum Line
Prodenta n

.sited 37 times, 2

https://lakelandgazette.info/news/2026/08/2 1/bcfcf-welcomes-lakeland-native-desmond-clark-as-special-guest-speaker-for-9th-annual-pink-ribbon-gala/?utm_source=chatgpt.com 2/3


https://secure.qgiv.com/event/prg
https://go.mediagotechnology.com/ju/ic?tn=c910685a5d6ad3a65ba316b604c54d47&trackingid=6faf60721d5985d5041af95fa92e9b4ba&acid=37588&data=R4KiTt9_2bQoTo-j5CgmW5x3xvB0Ut4HdF83VSSOwCReJjVoNlqLU_olCzgmNH-AJi0YrqBsnpZN6TyIs9iDoZ88xlj7LSABeec-fGTUfzeUVNbpi0BHDkNCO58Mx_XGIUGO88TPJJmbMaZhYQ39fJdm3Y53Gv6qavk7ioxyulZno0L-YZ5-vOBzspREGbF8Xuc6xvuqiMSJl7-_Rtj7kYzToDN6yDLJiibSVXhDS8SJYGHGfS8eguR-a8pdLpoFuQ-mg1INImgcoDwkMmLKOebonjxUjNWJaKA3T5714sLH94GJTjogS99qcXneJALm_mrHxG0NT8fkFjob_eCiJXUSzNKI-esH7OvKCbf2GkWDN-dfUkXoTPmx0ZLK4zlG1RVCXnBfJ4SiY5cBt4WC0W8YKSjEESaboeILAY8uKaiHYxgU_J8QfKA-LTH8SCp4O60njAPCHaQJYrAM7cHSHlgFW8HAIx2v0i2pA1rcNQX6hkkrPArUwqcNeWWCFlBlphCeLhoDp40Oe_HW6TO99vRUzmrs2VoyYZsOxFEXL48qjsEqZesq_RHywMpfTcGBRiA0e1dXNOwjObHKV1a9YR2HhETjkOG0GKiPtnb5CkT-S4Oj6Y65U6vT3EdhfkBA6-wIhI3DLfFXiN8mjlHxnuZBd8s496lUR89fFrfF6pnF6sHCYHRxkn2ADoZj4lJjJLJA2-Qd7Be9wTcfLqm-Nzx5UXRoqQELkrGpACh619sDZHSZBqJV9hy-SPs5ioU1MTQtyX0e-dfpIazKc8HH1ZPErdY2NlSvdQYt2IHYNFgJW-5bvG4eTkcx__LpJ-FCOSLBD6d7-K9D1m-I9HOej1Y3JzBbNRKMTmLsJj7sBFKWUkreBue8xo-cIij1jtz7IpUZyUbqLbQrzQh2jyc02_W8fzy8aulD2zvLQh6hePo9z2Fv3osRWuLFwoNd1jIQ15K2e1stL8gqzBl9ctAb_1izoTdiobSdLGkXcKRdV3inL1LjZYUZn-WevOicQ_NdnT1cd9Zlj39nG4HulOlOKYR4wOZ4bzOvCFW9hf_B13YrZu1TX7un7kpiNNgXE8ZaS9uLKDT4SVrkBApeTCQIy2i5tjZV0i0MvOEPSENaazjlQIv3Njj_XcdWmoBhk6CD7xnvKkk11yj1fnTXm3lGIp00ViXwa8Oo1kWuXlfJZ-EuYoUtE2NEHODXos8E5nVi1Xj-yXYIhQ_-7R_8eiMawYm1FMSSqIxSRWnQWIqL_sWGiU-NhHjiK_19b6l05f3-hWxWyY8VMLumLOZKPA43NgwZi3snCZAJmQMPoWrHeh0qMTO2nvxmV2NonzDqCH69MVgNBXhHKoK1P3Kldm33fmGyy0QT7XDrQ6JwR7u2zOZ-38gHesWTyauxH83yitYEbAoPFsicEJwVmL97IfdHmLvhEu5kfJzVM2MNsONxgQVLNWTmBlucEA7DCWvaAxlpX0SOqNVe6pZoHgoi9v8TsRx7jfQNnHiD_YsyQEhAWHcWCNH_vXElaYAtqiX4cOVNlvvC3OEJM6S2wxy2WLAcYxTz9tTYBZLNnIzBliEBOhfTrDEI3eVYMHO8kcQbhkdhzVbl47KTVFgMnrICENIloZ4gsQca0BvQS__CF7o3crpvfR7DX_bSp2aX41QIvo28LF9r48ggqegpK8jHZijLat9Un3la3EG9L2L3T0lzqshLYUsrFp8lGFtrN-F__ih-EYdpbEYcqCLL60_QYYC1Glx5oh-6tP7KjcjNkOuPrejHJHJ5jYNXuFWOsK7wNmr8VzamFimc5P5QZhr_i3uurlhS5z2EbRdQmUyLLUCusD9zbPGW6u1RSQbmXzHxchDkqO4O7I95R_EESKEV6Yv_9NcdSYF64kdUIkEZ5zzFx7CAl5e3iWlNauZSlQFN_0er1C8HUITeQ_MQVWCYBTcr7ER_G2_ZtqFVzocL5hMU21QjtPNLQKZDZqo9N2bfR5NkuAxs-6ZYW3tl3mx64961WJQWLZx84Ugm3XIA4l2G0K7omBlFrNCt1ogWsTtmsQw6a868Ou31pCsZQo-VrT2ogWOgTg9YMwvFnb1cB54Byaw3DJBN6pCpFL3FX-b4386AXmCpROiu32Wj0vmecRFVx9USTdsnrFJVSQko1GWSJgtvfL4UAwl9gVYyObViUYuY9RQT0luWTIkvVM4dv_ekaoGmmk_FYepOyqkjO72KLsW-KQ1qEp1vARg3_VwQySz0iXFIz3lkniuem8seP742sM28z99ZCXc0dkKrSbgWuhPuv8cO34Aic3DkOackL2-5NVu_x7zceecRPRNOi38lWw&uid=1765791893656980566&mguid=&ap={AUCTION_PRICE}&tid=72&gprice=z9gC6JsnX_zFIrRENrJmWNM5zc64wxADoTH1f2Yxz7Y&campaignid=5483052&c_sync=1
https://static.mediagotechnology.com/js/mediagotechnology/officialWebsite/privacy.html
https://go.mediagotechnology.com/ju/ic?tn=c910685a5d6ad3a65ba316b604c54d47&trackingid=3bcc67195ffd1a7c8f1108ff7ab65964a&acid=37588&data=nIMH3Iuw-jvT3rkeUCsCtzTmCsWBOQ53983EVA73KQyyoD9FIzhiKAOUTM-labYThOapbxzaviPloCkQAzC40HUArlztFQbI056ZjOPxWjQceaNKWmST8uSZc0ZKZPyEjbeANgQZ4iB7z-A0YKA49x3mwHbZTRQM3wEHMwr3amsaXGGTUVI-1L17atebcAi1TUKkgw1w5cymlHEWZAy0wCw9LCwKxOBl07vlCbLpOLteC_2apCtByTdkLOfSRahz6jde9fpuJzT0on8fAuhLMPJbSt98IsL0J6QtwYMjhHyC8R_qNccZ7W6FZpM_m6awdyZoq0XCwTpVvZ66IshclHyXoh0u-xn2CUEtmJkNH1WFGApjnwul7BslVOuGdKgQygb4dwe2KQxYp4YhxjagGwLHWWN_AgQKxe6fLa5h2nkONOXWVlheLxxqKsdg8hTELofoud9Xrqw0WJd9B20Vejm3bnWl0UUWlDmfHJkuLzAIIFIDi2C6uUt25ZdagVWfUEuwHjL3hHgOqDTkNGCwEZY6eXfTiobEQ9YaMYn6tkjoefwROBkd9HC2f9QILhV-BHkN-ZsbLrph6Jhcy0nZu6FoxAZcU8dvukuGXACRe4K3xN7WgddCmxKUWz8TA0HZDGr4ZOpxyTUl37atUHURrf8euwbV5Gk44K-eDtSI7G7Xb-EBGyt_sQjmp8RpoQMlNQP3acnT4x6EpWFinuKy4ltBflU5VLviV5UW92n4B7O53qpBoVSeJTnb8SCRM3GsfY-4t9ZUNR0dZnfQvsnifARP8stHzGN83Jc3RQTv37-eW04Gm1VLtzhi5zBrjr33d9V6p_ppCx4pNNANyKhQBegjse5l7TVogZydRaQzQQTxESGPB-6DNPbnUah22jcezfHTQebI6uy8t61Zo7GSIHmySYtGEtz3Xn4ufhxsveZ-O3Vssg9SxGOe_lrrzLw28Sl1_rVdRtKK-OaU7I7DdEngocFgH7JZjmbyp2Ug5_xq-P5aNp6mseDAMJ6MTaOBVUK5ttBV9qY4BZpllqBXRpQ3Scn7YFdzno_bxDoxVln1jHR-ljiD0oXyqfzIBYn6fZ-yGPoTNF62zUbMvn6U2_baLQdqXAactuOqh6zuLddcsN4hyLM1ZP9wi9SB6t7wU7GGz8A_mIPalXDjILntzmEzWMJiYZxPRbjBeq3YheQ3Sca1m4gzAKH8CJQ5eJSYzLBXcx0UBQ3PtK6VdmE4HZdklxtQs1qca_94AMVX-iOCLfVeQQ2wdNCSzRGbCmUKoJ6e834H5B5MNMTaq_HGoOPzkvszc866Oha4DtzScPUMUl2NDD5AHGcLdoimZlh91-TW9P45ufKlMA5Y1qfgGRWFS6cIPZHXACvDG-Y3LQY9ssYIUIo8SfTWsg2Aqe4dxIEPNxh1Np7TjWqOt47mO7JaBX54Gw4-Ao47pPf-RL6ahRHchoZHkxQpzK_A7SorFPBIvpBIFPB99K9ADB9ItRIkwKG0ggXHVG2ZxA8EL0bw4VlT8bvy65bfo9EKS3V5nYm64IHN9Ic1Dc2rAZ1ltfICXg2HGYUTtbpeCXNDyFbzYAd-bFEWMy_YbrCva2Y97v9O2INDLO9AbWOuemDrUTaGiqmRe5T6DC3oN-xO1m8-PiDueTiFLZKh7JxCY4nlZand2K1bj64PnlHUQPQlV2x4lY-PIFq-RFDaLydi2qwnq6Npo_5-kjHLOqXcgX5JFDnAOuYVnIzANaU76DlyHk7ClZLSsF7WlJLGwboGsnnYBAcZqAa3rHhKSORcsQQOIw7ibsRRFJuAGTXnjqaNxIh0sooc2yVki-MSkyzfXESv8BK6O1t9n5P5aiw-r--FN20XBeGMvDHvp5bBRNXL3blIfvvPlunbKHf40XsrHPIJlEaMdyJSibe2GrlGOUNdhqeEHgP6eI32qHMmetIIc0JnT415ptPmAyX1MnjhiEp96woo7GaRALKJSSjumqB5LVVfDyDVou7nLPcPRwyR5hqrJTzVYqHPj2vhFv5KWAujB_R3CnqwuEc_UgXGUregg5u2sQ7zt0Ite9YNfR8wbPqDjF6Wh5XN3PC2dtNWnl57ogAtF7VNcuS4Jhr9g2HDPGsZdMWNut0Yjw30c544TMYhYXlDgdgtW4rbnozMHZT_2yt_pfxfkvECkDxJHs__CazlY-vBKOo_zYex6CDtVrg111aqk0kKifTTz0Gz8Feuf3m56cpFLhvYIDXhTbu9ElVKRw7wIU3mV3wJA14d0De7jP9pJoBMi9PBV-MF9LWdwoWtOtVa4VfKyCVx1rKvNzhltl-SyTN_H5XGdR3ueg&uid=1765791893656980566&mguid=&ap={AUCTION_PRICE}&tid=72&gprice=qt08wLS2SNlzqYhLc-T9FqsbWUNRGyL2S_DBliX3g3k&campaignid=5483052&c_sync=1
https://static.mediagotechnology.com/js/mediagotechnology/officialWebsite/privacy.html
https://lakelandgazette.info/news/2026/08/21/saddle-creek-to-lay-off-178-employees-at-lakeland-facility/
https://go.mediagotechnology.com/ju/ic?tn=c910685a5d6ad3a65ba316b604c54d47&trackingid=ebfaf3b50780da6e14b89ba23f330520a&acid=37588&data=YmELVXFOZ-oXCeJyBGt5Tls6OKenRDq0o-XttcG5fd2JO340QGukAXnPRX4ygScsDlaJI9C0-dA1_DnMF_f3CvCWAOlZgFTM0vnF87pcunL6SjcdzluYytpKc_g6rVuZr8Ye_qrTlJeYIFj0pL8u95a2A6weviDSsMUQlTrkuNxiPRvHUe3JL_fODj6eEWZjAu7f7JkTrXOxmB3Bde51PwCVUdLCCAKsIHHI_0LKoROgMU28A8m-93v_KIzgoXmoHhNFiSvjzpGDh0ul-9W8xeZjywZJnh6CPsgJ-DlgEAWKLHaEdkBbjtpkbbpugz9NyqSMFoGSajz7LtKx932cSATj1vAR1CnUA3mmJlN4KEGqWfLhzP8nCpuyMCMKZDQwL8PTs4apgj_EUqVhPkHi3gFTq3-Bmf3RS06llsFbK01JPpqHv8IduIYdLDHrAuoagylqjogyxSIPMatLTHrfVBaR0LuTc1_9WPw7u0wIOnFvL8BMS5oaLFyU4wOIrPcvtYs9ueJ9vh8IxBXYRU2XQtTSrIZ3vr__g8naPnhYgKmEKuJ_n2hooA8FUFdEyAGoIXbM8E29i6UroX21AIX2HwbXMkSSJCnEWe1tyQWZTLi96AHGIKAs2b5MmcoSUEZB-vvYA6HecRZVpoHU9Spz7tPWBeE49pY5XmPABlA7I5FJHD6rpbt-C1238YnpzuMghAntWkhcJq78FFSLxj-A_Dxsm80u0j8uExKwke2Rj_Ydo2xBsH4UqDHDPmEyehox3lhpQJWvDgxqsr3wIC71SBFfIx-C-5A2zcHCBq_kkXNQTB1S0m9xDSkZrRG2DX_JE3EoBehV9345fiNNGfDpHhFyGh-Dt5eORaJi3Cm22UO8GNupJJvX-chCcSjzGfmnLCZ6oVf6imLtPEfr4-gcy8RUxW1NGY0gUGTWaxVWVqaelA3K7TeqF_mq6m4UA3NIOfC4Uvu3skHOvXPoHrO4AZ0Be5tYv9avjy8wukfElfBuaza_l6M-HxKU96-QUksFmVzq4hoLL2YXAEsoj2Ck1XbhoC4AJ8CDXkOxDWfxcU4OlyQJEvPRHZuqaLvFybdFVfNdN8MIAtjvYkH3wDGbvVgev24verfmNj9KEEKcxhqR51DAavKOMhVyZAJPxWWhUqLxVrBa8mmBdaUI48iuGDTzhWv8hoaf0jimSS8v9yMW1cyuIGaORO2h5cX25B0BSFXjm9JE5XUr72ikkm1qBLNiz-WgPYoqa1ZLJdLjxrcryPKlxv3u1PzS9B-1XtGSeQRYsOv8uK0_LexJRttjs26xLviImkqv4IRG7Gjs1f6MH0oOvSWHQeMdRtMJh8dgvnhDLQOqFRWdjyRudxROw4ILuB2RQGJ-tZ8rQIe6Xccug8r7UPczrvKV50bd1fgXUzu7dwzRDma6uPSU5cLDEtSJ8rtAgVSQpCE9xx4YgmO-Zea_tQZGbHpEyKs5lhpfvmwBY1QpiI9rnt0kcZE6g3tmfMTm_4Sp3gZ3HeWuHkXzcn7SIkRhY72Lzj6pMvayrKJKwZ8Cmv1DhQC2Nzlyt4uSrwQ_ZoEFWq9HrKx3WofUANyIytWjjpx_YGggkb7KvsMZzEz0oRh5p4PJwzJcZNOsfz6aRyyyvkuRi4Pd9XeIevvPOUx6O_LF1TeYHvnLa_sMOYJyknTA4VEAPUSIUdAJvdL8A7Lhi6KqYUaAbPUMz0aTihNHHnhnpEoQf3VNGSVq8UP0zc2qvBBCfsWNdpevlSr93sMpccuY6ayImIenqLuCI8AMTrCq4N4TRI9laH3VW12TdUivyABlU3iKX0Q9UeNspXR2_tK_MqB7VMvlWOh0IKQSYXx_iEpKWr1tE-WOEuyOOBOPQ1-IqO0I84l78uJv6XAGfXjUgPsE4Ep1Fnc4N23XX3W4RMEP7mW-HnkWQgPEmPocNBcnuTxKZE4Trz9zR77pOpT8tjhdbWtwuu-n-fL4c6ZGiBpvnoJysV7soC5pi3zvDx3FsWqapS_1t-Cc8pJZMtIovRj5aOsfJAwEt09QNIf3nv_vqAL9dbpD8cwrUataZwd6MFKhB4olOdsd0c5W3h7mQM0JQSgTOuveeqXyqdgSC7s8e38OjY-UTLf4JcDLa6drm6rd4CFiw_Z2TtEoysSbebLqVw1oX-iW6e1JaIwnmlFOQGhuSXbuGLxEZ-dSSS8S0-DjBX7MkXkZxC3zxdcXOZGPbU5OIjLc7fkBf3kdpDUmnEXldqZhMV_J7obkUcNnHsAtMLeOXTQImlI167q4-lStrdikM8CNIy5-n0ndgJdfXb457tO_SAjt3klI9bxnIQ1IXA&uid=1765791893656980566&mguid=&ap={AUCTION_PRICE}&tid=72&gprice=Q3uRgexDWJbjlE8jCZ_dFadqVnf3jycxgeN3UfPUN6I&campaignid=5483052&c_sync=1
https://static.mediagotechnology.com/js/mediagotechnology/officialWebsite/privacy.html
https://x.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Flakelandgazette.info%2Fnews%2F2026%2F08%2F21%2Fbcfcf-welcomes-lakeland-native-desmond-clark-as-special-guest-speaker-for-9th-annual-pink-ribbon-gala%2F&text=BCFCF%20Welcomes%20Lakeland%20Native%20Desmond%20Clark%20as%20Special%20Guest%20Speaker%20for%209th%20Annual%20Pink%20Ribbon%20Gala
https://mastodon.social/share?text=https%3A%2F%2Flakelandgazette.info%2Fnews%2F2026%2F08%2F21%2Fbcfcf-welcomes-lakeland-native-desmond-clark-as-special-guest-speaker-for-9th-annual-pink-ribbon-gala%2F
https://www.threads.net/intent/post?text=https%3A%2F%2Flakelandgazette.info%2Fnews%2F2026%2F08%2F21%2Fbcfcf-welcomes-lakeland-native-desmond-clark-as-special-guest-speaker-for-9th-annual-pink-ribbon-gala%2F
https://snapchat.com/scan?attachmentUrl=https%3A%2F%2Flakelandgazette.info%2Fnews%2F2026%2F08%2F21%2Fbcfcf-welcomes-lakeland-native-desmond-clark-as-special-guest-speaker-for-9th-annual-pink-ribbon-gala%2F
https://www.tumblr.com/widgets/share/tool?posttype=link&tags=blog&caption=&content=https%3A%2F%2Flakelandgazette.info%2Fnews%2F2026%2F08%2F21%2Fbcfcf-welcomes-lakeland-native-desmond-clark-as-special-guest-speaker-for-9th-annual-pink-ribbon-gala%2F
https://nextdoor.com/api/validate-share/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flakelandgazette.info%2Fnews%2F2026%2F08%2F21%2Fbcfcf-welcomes-lakeland-native-desmond-clark-as-special-guest-speaker-for-9th-annual-pink-ribbon-gala%2F

8/25/26,12:29 PM BCFCF Welcomes Lakeland Native Desmond Clark as Special Guest Speaker for 9th Annual Pink Ribbon Gala -
Tags: #Lakeland, BCFCF, Bonnet Springs Park, Breast Cancer Awareness, Breast Cancer Foundation of Central Florida, Desmond Clark, NFL, Pink Ribbon Gala

This site uses Akismet to reduce spam. Learn how your comment data is processed.

Hey Al, learn about this page

https://lakelandgazette.info/news/2026/08/2 1/bcfcf-welcomes-lakeland-native-desmond-clark-as-special-guest-speaker-for-9th-annual-pink-ribbon-gala/?utm_source=chatgpt.com

3/3


https://akismet.com/privacy/
https://lakelandgazette.info/news/tag/lakeland/
https://lakelandgazette.info/news/tag/bcfcf/
https://lakelandgazette.info/news/tag/bonnet-springs-park/
https://lakelandgazette.info/news/tag/breast-cancer-awareness/
https://lakelandgazette.info/news/tag/breast-cancer-foundation-of-central-florida/
https://lakelandgazette.info/news/tag/desmond-clark/
https://lakelandgazette.info/news/tag/nfl/
https://lakelandgazette.info/news/tag/pink-ribbon-gala/
https://lakelandgazette.info/news/2026/08/21/bcfcf-welcomes-lakeland-native-desmond-clark-as-special-guest-speaker-for-9th-annual-pink-ribbon-gala/?llm_view=1

