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Breast Cancer Foundation of
Central Florida opens new
Lakeland office

By LETICIA YGLESIAS
Contributing Writer

The Breast Cancer Foundation of Central
Florida (BCFCF) marked a milestone on
Friday, Sept. 5 with a ribbon cutting ceremony
celebrating its new office at 3825 S. Florida
Avenue, Suite 4C in Lakeland.

The grand opening, celebrated with a
joint ribbon cutting alongside the Lakeland
Chamber of Commerce and the Bartow
Chamber of Commerce, marked not only
a new location, but also the organization’s
proud recognition as an independent 501(c)
(3) nonprofit.

The event brought together chamber
members, BCFCF board members, survivors,
family, friends, and supporters who gathered
for food, giveaways, and a shared sense of
community. For many in attendance, the
moment was about more than a ribbon
cutting, it was about hope.

Ashley Lloyd, the foundation’s outreach
director, has dedicated herself to making a
difference for families facing breast cancer.
With heartfelt emotion, she spoke about the
importance of community supportin carrying
out BCFCF’s mission.

“We’re building something special. Local.
Life-changing, but we can’t do it without

the support of our community,” Lloyd
said. “We’ve already helped hundreds of
people in need, and we want to grow, serve
more, and make a lasting impact. We need
stability and sustainability. Passion drives us,
but sustainable funding makes our mission
achievable. Together, we can make sure no
one in our community has to fight breast
cancer alone. Thank you for believing in our
mission and standing with the patients who
need us most.”

Among those standing proudly in support
was Nicole Bartlett, who was diagnosed with
breast cancer in February. She said having a
foundation like BCFCF rooted in Lakeland
gives her comfort and hope.

“It means so much to see this center open
right here in our community,” Bartlett said.
“I wanted to be here today to show my
support and help in any way I can. Knowing
that families like mine don’t have to face this
journey alone is truly incredible.”

The new Lakeland office will serve as a hub
for resources, support, and outreach, ensuring
that families across Central Florida impacted
by breast cancer have a place to turn.

For BCFCEF, the ribbon cutting was more
than a grand opening, it was a celebration
of resilience, compassion, and a community
coming together to lift one another up.
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The Largest Sales fvelii : '
on the West Coast!

Don't Miss The Boat!

Tampa Bay’s Largest Boat Show
and Sale is back! The Tampa Bay
Boat Show will be overflowing with
watercraft and exhibits for the
boating enthusiast.

The Expo Halls and Grounds
are packed with displays.

sept. 26,21, 28

Friday, Saturday, Sunday 10am -5pm

FREE ADMISSION!

Florida State Fairgrounds
4800 U.S. Hwy. 301, Tampa, FL 33610

Guif & Bay p
Florida Fishing 8
School

Learn from the pros on
Friday, Saturday & Sunday

FREE seminars presented by the area’s
top fishing experts & captains

e New Boats
 Watercraft
e Exhibits & More!

www.tampabay




